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Reading: It's Everyone's Game
By Anne E. Hughes

President-Elect

Regardless of subject matter or
level of teaching responsibility, there is
a growing acceptance by teachers that
we are all teachers of reading. What is
not recognized as readily by content
teachers or teachers at the secondary
level is that reading is a complex skill
involving personal readiness, aural
sensitivity, mechanical awareness, and
emotional and intellectual habits, as
well as knowledge of phonetics and
word structure. But with today's
emphasis on specialization, how is this
possible? One answer is in-service
training to help all teachers become
more and more aware of the fact that
they are teachers of-reading. Parents,
too, should be invited to learn how
they can become a "reading parent",
as it were, in the education of their
children. Workshops involving both
the home and the school are proving
to be successful vehicles in the total
process of educating the child in the
mastery of his native language. The
Michigan Reading Association, as the
state organ for the improvement of the
teaching of reading in our state, might
make a concentrated effort to invite
into membership and active participation, teachers of content areas,
secondary instructors regardless of
subject matter responsibility, parents
interested in the teaching of reading
and how the home can assist in this
most important task and community
members interested in self-improvement in language usage and understanding.
In this group effort toward
individual reading improvement, the
learner uses a variety of materials an,d
equipment. He learns the development
of oral language is essential and the
recognition of sight items and visual
symbols is necessary.

The student of reading begins to
realize that reading is "talk written
down." His knowledge of written
symbols expands as he learns: to
discover the likenesses and differences
in words; to discover that many words
begin and end in the same way, and to
recognize the names and sounds of the
letters of the alphabet.
Each reader should learn quickly
that there is purpose in reading and
the more that focus can be narrowed,
the more quickly the reader can
become independent, whether the
material is informational or recreational in nature.
There is evidence, however, that the
total reading program includes a
number of factors when mixed in
correct quantities make for a sound
program of instruction in reading. May
we suggest that these factors are :
Knowledge of the process
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Imagination which leads to zest,
vitality and enthusiasm on the part
of the teachers and the learner
Involvement with instructional methods of decoding the language
phonetically and structurally
Comprehension of the development of
vocabulary, main ideas, details,
inferential thinking, critical analysis
Organization
of reference , skills,
summarizing, alphabetizing, skimming, and the like.
Humor and the Love of Life which
releases tensions which may come
with the effort of mastery and oils
the machinery of living and
thinking

Sensitivity to the needs and strivings
of others who learn as individuals
and so master tasks at different
rates and with varying degrees of
success.
Love of People who are all so different
in all aspects of intellectual,
emotional and motor growth
Vision of Today in Terms of
Tomorrow which implies the
realization of the whole as the total
of the parts. This vision of the past .
and the present with an eye on the
future encourages the teacher and
the learner to work toward
fulfillment of the great need to
master the art and science we call
reading.
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